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In this piece, I have animated several of  my grandma’s stories narrated by her, just as she has 
told them to our family for years. Each story is from a different segment from her youth and 
young adulthood. The snippets of  her life that I have chosen to share, frame her character 

as the authentic, confident, and quick-witted individual that she has always been. There are 
three stories total, narrated by my grandmother, told casually, in the same way that she might 
tell a story when it’s conversationally relevant. The piece is presented using a 4:3 aspect ratio 

as a reference to the 1950s- the decade in which each story has taken place.

The Concept
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Socked
I had a boyfriend named Jake Robinson. He tried to French kiss me. I hauled off and socked him so hard. He 
said “Agh, I hope you didn’t break my jaw. Everybody is doing it. What’s wrong?” I said “Not this girl. And 
don’t ever bother to call me again.” So then of  course I told my mother what happened. And she said, “You 
didn’t handle it right. Boys are not gonna call you now and you’re gonna see, you’re gonna sit. But then, a 

week later, grandpa called me and asked me out on a date.
 

First Job Post-College
Each day at 2:30 PM the whole office took a break and ordered coffee and cinnamon sticks warm and full 
of  butter. The office manager, an ex marine drill sergeant, said to me, “How do you take your coffee?” My 

mom had never let me have coffee. After some quick thinking, I remembered all the tough movie stars drank 
it black. So she said, “Good. You’ll fit in here A-Ok.” Each time my coffee came, I poured it in a very large 

plant behind my desk. I felt bad for the plant. After one month, the plant company came to the office and the 
lady said my plant was doing the best. After a year, I finally learned and liked black coffee- still do.

 
Lifeguard

One of  my boyfriends was a lifeguard at a swimming club called Carlin’s Park. Everyday I went there to be 
with him for a $1 admission. At noon, he would leave his stand to go get us some lunch. A hotdog and chips 
with coke. He always said as a joke, “Watch the pool for me.” One day, a family decided to walk on the white 

planks of  wood surrounding the deep end. Before I could stop them, the teenage boy fell in the water. So I 
jumped in to save him because he was drowning. And when I got him out of  the water I did CPR on him. 

And there was a crowd who of  course came around and was watching everything. And as the crowd was dis-
persing my boyfriend came back and realized what had gone on. He was so angry that I was the one who 

saved someone that he didn’t talk to me for a whole ‘nother week.

The Script
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Family
Humorous

Loving
Joyous

Comfort

Lighthearted
Bouncy

Grandma
Retro
Sassy

Relatable

Comforted
Humored
Tickled
Happy

The Keywords

The Desired Viewer Emotions
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The style consists of  simplified colorblock styles and landscapes, felt and watercolor textures, 
subtle gradients and vector shapes.

The Illustration Style



Sammi Arman | Senior Project | MOME 400

Each story begins with a title card using type inspired by the “I Love Lucy” title. I Love 
Lucy was at its peak of  popularity during the 1950s. Other type influences come from 

50s advertisements.

The Type Style



The style is influenced by Japanese artist and illustrator Ryo Takemasa. Takemasa’s style 
is reminiscent of  50s children’s book illustrations. The human characters are slender with 

long legs and necks, dots for eyes, and thick lines detailing the hair. 

The Character Style
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The color palette features the shades and tints of  six hues. The pastel colors are feminine, 
representing my grandmother. They are muted to represent the time period.

The Color Scheme



Storyboards
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Thank you!


